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DDYJ
Uses
Innovation
to
Enhance
Safety
Training

Safety is the number one job for
every Defense Distribution Center
(DDC) employee. Defense Distribution
Depot Yokosuka, Japan (DDYJ) is no
different. In fact, DDYJ brings very
innovative approaches to safety training.
At the DDYJ Sasebo Detachment
(DDYJ-S) employees improved the
overall DDYJ safety record by
reversing the student - teacher roles.

Typically leadership or safety reps
provide safety training, which can
become routine. “The Sasebo Detachment
invigorated our program by incorporating
the use of motivated volunteers from
our workforce,” said CDR Kent
Vredenburgh, SC, USN, Commander,
DDYJ.

Monthly training meetings focus
on safety, whether it is equipment
operations, the restructuring of leaning
palletized materials, or just general
safety information. “Employees who
volunteer to participate and assist in
performing correct operational
procedures provide a direct impression
on their peers,” said CDR Vredenburgh.

Using employees as trainers also
helps to refresh and reinforce employee
memories and their focus on safety
while enhancing their colleagues’ sense
of ownership in the safety program.
This increased dialogue and emphasis
has helped DDYJ-S to operate more
efficiently and effectively while helping
to reduce unnecessary mishaps.

Bravo Zulu DDYJ!

DDOO Honors
Quarterly Traveling
Safety Award Recipients
By Rosalie Lindley, DDOO

Defense
Distribution Depot
Oklahoma City’s
Quarterly Traveling
Safety Award for the
4th Quarter was
presented to Lesley
Leighton, on behalf of
her employees of
DDOO’s Receipt and
Storage Section.

The personnel in
Leighton’s section
have been accident
and mishap free for
over three months in
spite of the fact that
they operate in a very
high-traffic area that
includes material
handling equipment
such as forklifts
ranging from 4K to
15K, one and a half
ton trucks, conveyor
trucks, and towveyor
lines.

DDOO work areas
are subject to safety
inspection walk
throughs at any time
of the day or night. Upon inspection, the
Receipt and Storage Section was found to
be superior, especially in the housekeeping
arena. Al Thomas, DDOO Safety Monitor
states, “DDOO prides itself on our safety
record. Every employee is responsible for
safety awareness and they take that
responsibility to task.”

As reward for their safety practices
during the quarter, each employee
received their choice of a Defense
Distribution Center Baseball cap or
T-shirt and, in addition, a $200.00 On-the-
Spot Award. The Receipt and Storage

Lesley Leighton, Receipt and Storage Section Supervisor, accepts
DDOO’s Traveling Safety Award on behalf of her employees.
Presenting the award, DDOO’s Deputy Commander, Bill Watkins.

Section also receives the honor of having
the Traveling Safety Award Trophy
displayed in their Section for the next
three months.

“Safety is serious business, states Col
Ann Smith, USAF, Commander, DDOO.
“The health and well-being of our
employees is a top priority as we continue
our support to our local customers and
the global war on terrorism. I commend all
employees on their continued safety
awareness.”

Congratulations DDOO Receipt and
Storage Section! Keep up the great work!


