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Ride �Em� Cowboy!
DDYJ SPONSORS RODEO TO IMPROVE SAFETY

While maintaining the highest quality operations to support
customers, Defense Distribution Depot Yokosuka, Japan (DDYJ)
staff rounded up a Material Handling Equipment (MHE)
Rodeo to enhance safety awareness on MHE operations.  The
event was planned and developed by the DDYJ Safety and
Occupational Health (SOH) Committee.

The Rodeo, or MHE Skill Competition, was held in an open
loading platform and was designed to promote MHE safety for
both MHE operators and non-operators who work with MHE
in the industrial areas.  It gave MHE operators the opportunity
to demonstrate their superb skills and for non-operators to
learn how MHE is operated.

“The MHE Skill Competition was a tremendous demonstra-
tion of DDYJ’s spirit,” said CDR Scott Thon, SC, USN, DDYJ
Commander.  “DDYJ staff is talented, versatile, flexible,
effective and most importantly, a great team.  It was a huge
success!”

“It was a great day; I got to learn that our Japanese
operators are real professionals.  I work around them everyday,
and they have much better skills than I do, and it’s an honor to
have the chance to participate with them,” said SK1 Mark
Walter, a reservist assigned to DDYJ.

MHE Skill Competition took the form of a tournament.
Operators from eight teams competed on an obstacle course
that required precise skill and judgment for MHE operation.
The performance of each operator was scored based on safety
and the time spent to clear the course.  It was not a race —
safety was the most important aspect.  However it was fun.

“The winning team was our receiving division,” said CDR
Thon.  “We also sold chili and food as a fund raiser for our
employee holiday party . . . it made it feel like a Rodeo.”

Each Division nominated four primary operators and one
substitute to represent their team.  DDYJ Packing Division
prepared the course at the Pallet Yard a few days in advance,
allowing competitors time to grasp the course layout prior to
the Rodeo.

“The SOH Committee made a conscious effort to minimize
impact on operations and it worked,” said CDR Thon.  “DDYJ
had a great event and met all mission requirements.”


