DDYJ Welcomes

CDR F. Kent Vredenburgh,

SC, USN

CDR Scott R. Thon, SC, USN, relinquished command of the
Defense Distribution Depot Yokosuka, Japan (DDYJ) to
Commander F. Kent Vredenburgh, Jr., SC, USN, in an official
ceremony at the Fleet Theater, U.S. Fleet Activities, Yokosuka,
Japan, on Tuesday, July 1,2003. BG Kathleen M. Gainey, USA,
Commander, Defense Distribution Center (DDC), New
Cumberland, PA, officiated at the ceremony.

CDR Thon has been DDYJ’s Commander since July 13,
2001. Under his command, DDYJ expanded its importance as
a Theater Distribution Platform for the Defense Distribution
Center. CDR Thon spearheaded initiatives such as the transfer
of the Yokohama Container Freight Station and the
establishment of Material Processing Centers at Yokosuka and
Sasebo. During his tenure as Commander, CDR Thon was
actively involved in community support activities and
humanitarian assistance.

CDR Vredenburgh becomes DDYJ’s fourth commander.

A native of Bronx, New York, CDR Vredenburgh earned his
commission through Officer Candidate School, Newport,
Rhode Island, in March 1986. He holds a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Industrial Engineering from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, a Master of Business Administration
Degree from the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater and

a Master of Science Degree in National Resource Strategy from
the Industrial College of the Armed Forces, Washington, DC.

CDR Vredenburgh’s sea tours include: Disbursing and Food
Service Officer, USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS-4) and Supply
Officer, USSJOHN YOUNG (DD-973).

His shore assignments include: Fuels Officer and Air
Terminal Officer, U.S. Naval Air Station, Cubi Point, Republic of
the Philippines; Customer Service Officer, Fleet and Industrial
Supply Center, San Diego, California; Business/Financial
Manager, Cruise Missiles Weapons Control Systems (PMA-282),
Naval Air Systems Command, Patuxent River, Maryland; and
Security Assistance Policy Officer, Headquarters, United
States Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Florida.

CDR F. Kent Vredenburgh,
SC, USN

CDR Vredenburgh is qualified as a Surface Warfare Supply
Corps Officer and is a member of the Navy Acquisition
Professional Community. His personal awards include the
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Commendation
Medal (three awards, and Navy Achievement Medal (two
awards).

DDYJ’s headquarters are located onboard the Yokosuka
Naval Base, with a detachment in Sasebo, Japan and a third
site located in Yokohama. DDY] is strategically located to
provide support throughout the Western Pacific, Indian Ocean
and Persian Gulf areas of responsibility. It is centrally located
and in close proximity to U.S. military and commercial lines of
communication for ocean, surface and air cargo. DDYJ provides
a full range of logistical support services to U.S. Navy vessels
and shore commands. Support is provided to over 70 ships
including the carrier battle group homeported in Yokosuka, the
Amphibious Ready Group homeported in Sasebo and the
numerous U.S. naval vessels transiting the area. Support is also
given to major industrial shore commands and bases throughout
Japan, Singapore, Diego Garcia and naval assets in the Persian
Gulf. Additionally, the depot is an integral player in contingency
plans for transition to war scenarios in the Far East.

DDY/ has general purpose, humidity controlled, secure,
hazardous material, POL drum, freeze and chill warehousing
capabilities. Repair parts, depot level reparables, POL, bottled
gasses, lumber and Hazardous Materials are some of the major
products DDY/ distributes. Services include transshipments,
ODS bottle collection center for the Far East, cold storage
facilities and specialty warehousing for Level 1 Subsafe metal
stock for submarine repair as well as large items such as ship’s
propellers and aircraft assemblies.
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