News

DDCO supports earthquake relief

By John Foreman, DSCC Public Affairs Office

Take eight associates and have them stage and load 24 truckloads containing 92,000 Army blankets. And have them accomplish it
all in less than 48 hours for shipment to earthquake-shaken Pakistan. The mission sounds simple, but the effort to accomplish it was
demanding for the Defense Distribution Depot Columbus, Ohio (DDCO) Nov. 11-14.

“We worked the whole weekend to get the mission accomplished,” said Don Brown, Director of DDCO. “We worked 12-hour days
to get it done. I’m really proud of everyone’s efforts,” he added.

DDCO is primarily a war reserve distribution center storing Warfighter readiness items. But when the call came to support the
earthquake relief effort in Pakistan, the associates quickly made a plan to meet the mission requirements.

“The blankets had to be brought from our
storage areas, assembled for shipment, some

shrink-wrapped, staged and loaded into the
trucks,” Brown said “Manpower and timing
was the critical factor for the effort and we
worked 12-hour days to complete the staging
and loading.”

Sixteen trucks were loaded and shipped
Sunday, another seven on Monday, and the
final truck was shipped Tuesday.

All 24 truckloads were sent to Defense
Distribution Depot Susquehanna, Pa. (DDSP)
to arrange for shipment by special airlift in
Boeing 747 aircraft to the earthquake ravaged
districts in northeastern Pakistan.

“We all felt good about the effort and
would do it again knowing we were helping
our fellow man,” Brown said.

Ron Radford of DDCO operates a shrink wrapping
machine to seal and protect the boxes of blankets on each
pallet before it is shipped.

Lottie Skipper, a DDCO Forklift Operator, stacks
shrink-wrapped prepared pallets of boxes filled with
blankets into a staging area where they await loading
onto semi-tractor trailers. The blankets were sent to
Pakistan to aid earthquake victims there.

DDAG’s quick response helps feed thousands of
Hurricane Wilma survivors

By Jessica Walter, DDC Command Affairs

Less than one week after Hurricane
Wilma made landfall in one of Florida’s
most densely populated regions, Defense
Distribution Depot Albany, Ga. (DDAG)
was called on to ship 360,000 meals to
feed the survivors.

5:00 p.m. Wednesday: “The call came
in from NORTHCOM [U.S. Northern
Command] around 5 p.m. Wednesday. It
was a warning order that they were going
to request thousands of cases of MREs
[Meals Ready to Eat],” explained Joe
Faris, Chief of the Defense Distribution
Center’s (DDC) Operations Office of the
Logistics Operations Division.

“Right away, the folks at DDAG got
to work to pull 30,000 cases of MREs
— that’s 360,000 meals — and get them
on pallets and ready to move out,” said
Faris.

8:30 p.m. Wednesday: NORTHCOM
called back with a destination to ship the
MREs. From DDAG in Georgia, they
were to travel by truck to a reserve air
force base in Homestead, Fla., where
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) had set up an operational
staging area to receive supplies before
they were distributed to people and
agencies in the affected region.

2:30 a.m. Thursday: Less than 10
hours after the warning call came in,
DDAG had the first truck of MREs on
the road, heading to Homestead, Fla.

That truck was the first of 17 that
would depart the docks at DDAG with
MRE:s to feed the victims of Hurricane
Wilma, the strongest hurricane to strike
the Miami, Fort Lauderdale and West
Palm Beach area since 1950.

“I commend the DDAG workforce for
their diligence and dedication in getting
the job done. This was a tremendous
effort and they demonstrated once again
that DLA is a world-class organization,”
said Rita Varner, DDAG Deputy
Commander.

DDAG Material Handler Don White moves cases
of MREs to be sent to hurricane victims in Florida.
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