Spotlight

DDYJ
recognizes
four decades
of dedication

By Jonathan R. Lontoc, DDYJ Public Affairs

In 1966, the Beatles
performed their first concert
in Japan, a first class Japanese
stamp cost only 40 Yen, and the
Prime Minister of Japan was
Eisaku-Sato. Some of us may
not remember those historical
events, but Tatsuo Itabashi
remembers that time well as he
walked into the Naval Supply
Depot (NSD) 40 years ago as
its newest employee.

Forty years is a long time
and since then he’s participated
in the reorganization of NSD
into the Fleet Industrial
Supply Center (FISC)
Yokosuka, Japan, and would
later be reassigned to bring
the newly created Defense
Distribution Depot Yokosuka,
Japan (DDY]J), into the new
millennium.

Itabashi initially served as
a clerk in the Shipping and
Delivery section of Freight
Terminal division. His hard
work paid off as he was
promoted to Freight Checking
Clerk and finally awarded
another promotion to Cargo
Shipping Clerk.

He was recently recognized
at a ceremony for his
contribution to the Defense
Logistics Agency’s mission to
bring distribution support to the
U.S. Armed Forces. Retiring
from service on September
30, 2006, he was recognized
by all as a great asset to the
DDY1 and his hard work and
commitment to excellence
will be deeply missed by his
colleagues.
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CDR Will A. Clarke, SC, USN, DDYJ Commander; presents Tatsuo Itabashi with an award in recognition of his 40 years of

service. Photo courtesy of SK2 Takeecha Calloway, USN.

DDYJ Senior Enlisted Advisor reflects on his
Navy career

By Jonathan R. Lontoc, DDYJ Public Affairs

To a Sailor, the only thing greater than becoming
a master chief in the U.S. Navy is retiring as a
master chief. With a career spanning nine different
commands, Master Chief Storekeeper Danny
Schneider now concludes his distinguished career
as Defense Distribution Depot Yokosuka, Japan
(DDY1J), Senior Enlisted Advisor. When asked how
he felt after 31 years of service, he simply replied, “I
can go another 30. I’'m still having fun doing it!”

Master Chief Schneider intends to return to
Wisconsin with his family and serve his country as
a civilian government employee. He confesses that
he’ll miss the countless people and various cultures
that he’s experienced. ““You become a close-knit
family. Even though we’re spread all throughout
the world, you’re constantly running into people
from prior duty stations,” he exclaimed. “It’s been
a wonderful experience. I wouldn’t trade it for
anything.”

Master Chief Danny Schneider.
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