Spotlight

DDJC firefighter returns from

duty in Iraq

By Annette Silva, DDJC Public Affairs

Firefighter Ellis Archerda
III, of Defense Logistics
Agency Enterprise Support
San Joaquin, recently returned
home from a five-month
deployment to Iraq.

Archerda is an Air Force
master sergeant with the 349th
Civil Engineering Squadron
based at Travis Air Force Base
and was deployed to Kirkuk

Archerda. “In order to return
the soldier to the air base
safely, our team, along with an
Army convoy and air support,
were provided.”

One of the most memorable
and cherished memories of
his deployment was the ramp
ceremonies being performed
for the deceased.

“I was honored to be there
(at the ramp ceremonies)

Regional Air
Base, Iraq,
with the 506th
Expeditionary
Civil Engineer
Squadron, the
Fire Dawgs.

During the
deployment,
Archerda
served as a
Fire Prevention
Chief.
Archerda’s
squadron was
responsible
for extricating personnel from
vehicle fires and performing
triage — the process of sorting
victims to determine medical
priorities — with the medical
personnel.

“A vehicle was hit by
an improvised explosive
device, and our four-man
team was sent to extricate the
soldier from the vehicle and
extinguish the fire,” recalls

to pay my
respect to
those who
served their
country,” said
Archerda.

He worked
six days
a week,
manning the
fire truck in
alternating
24-hour shifts
and regularly
came in
on his own time to staff
the office. He valued the
camaraderie that his squadron
and the Army formed while on
deployment. When the Army
called, they were the first to
step up to extricate or rescue
their soldiers.

Archerda took leave upon
returning, to spend time with
his family. He returned to
duty with the fire department
in March.

“A vehicle was hit by an improvised
explosive device, and our four-man team
was sent to extricate the soldier from the

vehicle and extinguish the fire.”

DDYJ’s Aaron-Centeno selected
as DLA’s NCO of the Year

By Jessica Walter; APR, DDC Public Affairs

Storekeeper 1st Class
Rosetta Aaron-Centeno,
military liaison for the Sasebo
detachment of Defense
Distribution Depot Yokosuka,
Japan, was honored as the
Defense Logistics Agency’s
Junior Enlisted/Non-
commissioned Officer of the
Year at a ceremony at Ft.
Belvoir Dec. 5, 2007.

“Petty Officer Aaron-
Centeno’s dedication to
duty and flawless execution
dramatically impacted the
readiness of military units
worldwide,” said DDYJ
Commanding Officer Navy
Cmdr. Paul Bourgeois.

During 2007, Aaron-Centeno

led a team of 40 people to
ensure that nearly 8,000 orders
for supplies were processed for
more than 100 customers afloat
and ashore.

According to Bourgeois,
Aaron-Centeno’s extensive
knowledge of distribution
enabled her to streamline
processing and delivery
procedures for many critical
shipments and also allowed for
smooth systems transitions.

According to Bourgeois,
Aaron-Centeno’s selfless
commitment to service doesn’t
end when she leaves work.
“She has donated hundreds
of hours both as a volunteer
and leader for community and
military events,” he said.

Storekeeper Ist Class Rosetta Aaron-Centeno, military liaison for the
Sasebo detachment of Defense Distribution Depot Yokosuka, Japan,
was named the Defense Logistics Agency s Junior Enlisted/Non-
commissioned Olfficer of the Year.
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