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DDPH staff
members
participate in
Swarm Stock
Readiness
Training

By Lori Spiegel, DDC Command Affairs

Inventory Accuracy is critical to DDC’s
customers, so it’s critical to DDC. Here,
19 Defense Distribution Depot Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii (DDPH) staff members
participate in Swarm Stock Readiness
training via video teleconference (VTC).
In the near future, the rest of the DDPH
workforce will also receive Swarm
Inventory training.
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DDSP’s Aerial
Delivery and
Textile Section

By CW3 Kevin D. Wood, USA

Hello, I am CW3 Kevin D. Wood.
I am the Aerial Delivery and Textile
Section, Chief Warrant Officer for
Defense Distribution Depot Susquehanna,
Pennsylvania (DDSP). Huge title but in
laymen’s terms, I’m the airdrop systems
technician at the depot. I would like to
tell you about our Section’s mission,
operation, and programs that support the
Warfighters.

Our mission in Aerial Delivery and
Textile is multi-purpose and cannot
be simply put in one sentence. We

inspect, repair, modify, pack, store, and
issue Federal Stock Class (FSC) 1670
Aerial Delivery Equipment (ADE)

and related items for the Department
of Defense (DoD). We manage five
separate operational sections that provide
contingency cargo parachute re-pack,
depot level ADE repair, military free
fall and static line airdrop, warehouse
operations, and the manufacture of
aircraft acoustical blankets for the
Aviation and Missile Command
(AMCOM). We also serve as advisors
to other agencies on the status of depot
aerial delivery assets reserved for war
contingency and training.

The Aerial Delivery and Textile
Section of DDSP-XM has been providing
input throughout the past year to the
Department of Army Deputy Chief of
Staff for Logistics (DA DCSLOG) War
Reserve Managers in support of their
efforts to formulate a new contingency
air item requirement. This rigorous task
has been most challenging based on
the plethora of input required and the
multitude of agencies that it affects.

We are fortunate to employ a very
unique civilian work force that is
“in-tune” to the special needs and
requirements of aerial delivery life
support equipment. They provide a vital
service to the DoD. We recently hired five
civilian parachute packers for our War
Contingency Parachute COSIS (Care of
Supplies in Storage) Program. The Aerial
Delivery & Field Services Department
at Fort Lee, VA provided Staff Sergeant
Juan Dolz, who was previously assigned
to DDSP, as the instructor charged with
providing our new employees with the
required Orientation Training. After a
six month re-evaluation process, and
now that our new hires are certified
to pack “Live” Parachutes, our Cargo
Parachute Contingency Program we
maintain for DA DCSLOG is now up and
running! Based on current demands, we
are currently re-packing G-12E Cargo
parachutes.

In the past nine months, our Army and
Civilian riggers were quite busy issuing
Aerial Delivery items in support of the
Warfighter. Between the roles our service

members are playing in support of the
Global War on Terrorism and Operations
Iraqi Freedom/Enduring Freedom, the
Aerial Delivery and Textile Section
has done its part to provide around the
clock logistical support. We have issued
approximately 800 each contingency
packed G-12E’s to our deployed joint
forces. With only eight 92R riggers and
supplemented with a small contingency of
civilian personnel assigned, it’s a delicate
balance to provide one-day turn-around
on ADE requisitions and still maintain all
other functional areas in regards to our
total mission focus. Due to the nature of
our mission, the area of responsibility and
professionalism required has our rigger/
civilian workforce at times operating
above and beyond their expected duties.
In the past year, our warehouse
received, posted and stowed almost 2,000
line items; condition code classified
(performed by our 92R riggers) over
45,000 receipts; picked, packed, and
shipped almost 14,000 material release
orders; and re-warehoused numerous line
items. We recently completed the inter-
depot transfer to our Mechanicsburg site
of over $7.7M worth of Type V Platform
components that needed a new home.
This effort involved a 100% technical
inspection of each item for condition
code classification and re-packaging
identification. This project afforded
additional protection to these assets
and saved US taxpayers a significant
amount of financial burden. The ADE
depot level maintenance program,
which is the only one in the DoD,
repaired 196 cargo and 110 personnel
parachutes while manufacturing almost
5,000 acoustical aircraft blankets. Other
recent programs that have just been
completed or are still working are: the
manufacture of G-11(still working) and
G-12E (complete) Cargo Parachute
Center Lines, the modification of almost
1,500 each M1 Releases (complete), and
repacked just over 10,000 Soft Loop
Center Pull (SLCP) Modified Improved
Reserve Parachute Systems (MIRPS)
with approximately 2,400 left to pack.
We completed production of almost 5,000
each Sound Control Blankets on our
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